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nomic individualism. Of course, M. Lambert is a Frenchman and 
he need not revere others' gods; it is impious only to show disrespect 
for one's own. We are not so free ourselves, though still I think 
that even under the Lusk bills it would be safe just to read what he 

says. 

Learned Hand. 
New York. 

Le Droit des Gens et la Gutrre de 1914-1918. By A. 
Merignhac and E. Lemonon. Paris, Librairie de la Society du 
Recueil Sirey, 1921. — Two volumes: 653, 678 pp. 

The authors of these two volumes are both well known French 
writers on international law, one being a professor in the University 
of Toulouse, the other an advocate at the Court of Appeals of Paris. 
Their treatise represents, in the main, an attempt to review the Ger- 
man interpretation and application of international law during the 
World War. Volume I is devoted to land and aerial warfare and 
deals with belligerent forces, the employment of forbidden instru- 
mentalities and agencies, sieges and bombardments, reprisals, treat- 
ment of prisoners and wounded, administration of occupied territory, 
treatment of enemy property, etc. Volume II deals with maritime 
warfare and the relations between belligerents and neutrals. The 
chief purpose of the authors, it is stated in the preface, is to show 
up the "criminal conduct" of the Germans by pointing out the 
rules of law which they violated and " the horror of the acts which 
for four years were a constant and hypocritical outrage upon the 
civilized world ". They also add that, above all, they have under- 
taken a " work of vulgarization " ; they have endeavored " to write 
not only for the erudite, but also for the great' public where current 
opinion is moulded ". These statements of purpose indicate fairly 
enough the character and spirit of their work. It is not a scientific 
treatise such as one might justly expect from two distinguished 
jurists who have in the past contributed so much of value to the 
literature of international law, but a highly polemic rSquisitaire 
against the Germans. The violence of the language employed, the 
indiscriminate denunciation of German conduct and the detailed 
recital of alleged German atrocities which characterize their work 
from beginning to end greatly diminish its value as a scientific study 
of the interpretation and application of the law of nations during 
the great war. Some attempt is made to state the German defense 
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to the charges made against them for systematically violating the law 
in particular instances, but the defense is rarely examined in the 
calm and judicial spirit which we have a right to expect from schol- 
ars and jurists, regardless of their nationality or sympathies. Fair- 
minded French scholars, I may add, are not lacking who share the 
opinion here expressed (see, for example, the criticism by M. Chas. 
Dupuis in the Revue des Sciences Politiques, July-September, 1921, 
p. 345). It must be admitted that the authors have succeeded in 
assembling a large amount of information regarding the conduct 
and character of the war, much of which is no doubt accurate, but 
there is also much derived from newspaper reports, the correctness or 
which is very doubtful. Many official and more trustworthy sources 
of information appear to have escaped their notice. 

Aside from the defects mentioned above, the work is marred by 
many inaccurate statements of fact and of law, numerous errors of 
orthography in respect to proper names and titles of books, especially 
those in foreign languages, and, what seems inexcusable for a com- 
prehensive two-volume treatise, there is, apart from a brief table of 
contents, no index whatever. 

J. W. Garner. 

University of Illinois. 

Outlines of Historical Jurisprudence. By Sir Paul Vino- 
gradoff. Volume I: Introduction — Tribal Law. London, Ox- 
ford University Press, 1920.— ix, 428 pp. 

It was once the confident hope enamored of jurisprudence to re- 
duce the principles of law to absolute simplicity. But for the present 
that hope has been deferred by the disconcerting observation of 
jurists and social philosophers that even the ultimate standard of 
conduct appears to be a variable. In fact, the gloss thus cast upon 
Austinianism, dogmatic legal philosophy, legal history of natural 
content, and, indeed, all lop-sided juristic theory, is such as to have 
superinduced a crisis in legal thinking. To meet the juncture it has 
variously been sought to replace the ancient by more up-to-date 
shibboleths or else, evading the issue, to convert jurisprudence into a 
Benthamite engine of hasty Teform. There even appears at times 
professed scepticism as to the possibility of continuity in legal de- 
velopment. But these are expedients which do not appear to meet 
squarely with the salient problem of legal evolution. On the other 
hand, it is obviously insufficient to edit a bare catalogue of interesting 



